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Socio-Economic Indicator United States Puerto Rico

Persons 65+ 16.8% 22.7%

Persons in poverty 11.6% 40.5%

Per capita income $37,638 $14,047

Percent in Medicaid/public 
coverage

21.1% 46.9%

Highest level of education
High school or higher:

88.9%
High school or higher:

78.4%

Diabetes Prevalence 9.8% 13.1%

Percentage of population that lives 
with at least 1 chronic disease

60% 81%

Puerto Rico Health System Overview 

•Population 3.2M (30th largest among states), managed care 93%

•Poorest US jurisdiction: median household income $20,539 vs. $62,843 US

•MA: ~630,668 enrolled, #1 penetration in all US (81%) and 94% of Medicare A&B

•#13th in total MA membership among states, 4th Largest dual population (CA, NY, TX)
•Medicaid: Close to 1.3 million in VITAL, regular Medicaid program, 287,000 in D-SNP

•Commercial: ~1 million enrolled, but less than 20% of market revenue, deteriorating

Sources:

Income, education, poverty, and aged population: 

• US: U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts: United States

• https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/AGE775221#AGE775221

• PR: U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts: Puerto Rico

• Diabetes: National and State Diabetes Trends | CDC

• Chronic disease: Chronic Diseases in America | CDC

Medicaid: 

• PR: S2704: PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE ... - Census Bureau Table

• US: S2704: PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE ... - Census Bureau Table
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https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/AGE775221
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/AGE775221
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/PR/AGE775221
https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/library/reports/reportcard/national-state-diabetes-trends.html
https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/resources/infographic/chronic-diseases.htm
https://data.census.gov/table?q=puerto+rico&tid=ACSST1Y2021.S2704
https://data.census.gov/table?q=usa&tid=ACSST1Y2021.S2704
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Appendix
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Medicare in Puerto Rico
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Medicaid in Puerto Rico

• In December 2022, Congress assigned ~$19.4B for Puerto Rico’s Medicaid program 
for the next 5 years. 

• As a next step Puerto Rico needs to continue a road towards equitable treatment to 
cover mandatory/essential benefit gaps that currently exist and address provider 
compensation.
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Private Health Insurance in Puerto Rico
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